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 American Legion Post 372 
 Celebrating 100 Years of Serving Veterans, 1919 – 2019 

    
 

General Membership Minutes 
 November 8, 2018 Meeting 

 
 
The General Assembly meeting of American Legion Post 372 of 
November 8, 2018 was held at the Mandarin/St Johns Elks Lodge 
#2866 with 19 members present.   
  
The meeting was promptly called to order at 7:00pm by Commander 
Painter.   
  
Opening ceremonies were conducted.  
 
Sickness or Distress 
 
Martin Schwartz and Jim Hughes are both recovering from surgery. 
 
Guests 
 
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 372 President Kathy Helmly. 
 
Roll Call of Officers 
 
Roll call of Officers was held, and it was determined that a quorum was 
present. Chaplain Buck O’Connor and Executive Board members 
Franklin Hunt and Jim Hughes were excused. Julian Carter was absent. 
 
The Adjutant reported that there was a quorum. 
 
Minutes 
 
The Adjutant reported that the October 11, 2018 minutes are posted 
online.  
 

Motion to suspend the reading of the minutes from the October 11, 
2018 General Membership meeting and approve them as posted 
online was made, seconded and passed unanimously. 

 
Motion to suspend the reading of the minutes from the November 
1, 2018 Executive Board meeting was made, seconded and passed 
unanimously. The minutes were available for distribution. 

 
Correspondence  
 
• Flyer for Chapter 372’s Poker Chip Run to benefit K9-Line on 

December 2, 2018. 
• Flyer for Department of Florida’s Legion College in January 2019 

 

 

 

 

 
Alan W. Painter, Commander 
Sheri Rodriguez, Adjutant 

 

Barry Litsky, Vice Commander 

Sheri Rodriguez, Vice Commander 

Don Severns, Finance Officer 

Dr. Buck O’Connor, Chaplain 

Roy Moltisanti, Judge Advocate 

Paul Arambula, Sergeant-at-Arms 

Charles Benham, Historian 

Franklin Hunt, Service Officer 

Barry Litsky, Service Officer 

 

Executive Committee: 

Dan Hempsall, Past Commander 

Julian Carter 

Jim Hughes 

Franklin Hunt 

Steve Sullivan 
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• Flyer for Veterans Day Charity Weekend Golf Outing to benefit Post 194 in St. Augustine on 
November 17, 2018 

 
Reading in of New or Transferring Members 
 

Name Branch Era Eligibility 
Verified 

Dues 
Paid Recruiter 

Jimmy Stewart Navy Vietnam Yes 2019 Transfer 
TN-47 

Richard Sherman Navy Panama Yes 2018 Post 400 
Transfer 

William Cousins Army Vietnam Yes 2018 Post 400 
Transfer 

Peter Kam Marines WoT Yes 2019 Post 400 
Transfer 

William Peterson Army WoT Yes 2019 Sheri 
Rodriguez 

William McGraw Air Force Vietnam Yes 2019 Transfer 
FL-88 

 
Motion to approve new and transferring members was made, seconded, and passed 
unanimously. 

 
William Peterson introduced himself and was welcomed to the Post. 
 
Guests 
 
President Helmly reported that she picked up Legion supplies while she was at the Fall Conference 
and gave them to the Adjutant. She stated that the Unit is busy collecting Box Tops for Education 
for Mandarin Oaks Elementary and aluminum cans for the Post’s Recycling Program. 
 
Officers’ Reports 
 
The Commander reported that the Legion, Auxiliary, Sons of the American Legion would all have chili 
entries at the Mandarin Fall Festival and Chili Cook-off. He added that it is not too late to sign up to 
volunteer. Volunteers should be no later than 9am to help setup. 
 
The Commander reported that negotiations are underway to obtain a new Post Home in the building 
next to the VCA Animal Hospital. The current tenants have defaulted and the owner is working with 
the Post to reach amenable terms. 
 
The Finance Officer read the Finance Report. 
 

Motion to approve the Finance Report, subject to audit, was made, seconded, and passed 
unanimously. 

 
The Harley Davidson Raffle is underway, and 678 tickets have been distributed for sale with 572 
tickets yet to be distributed. He noted that Comrade Sullivan and his wife sold 59 tickets at the Fall 
Conference. 
 
The Finance Officer’s Report is attached. 
 
The Adjutant/Vice Commander reported that Post 372 currently has 243 members per National with 
144 renewed which puts us at 75.78%. We have nine renewals processing which puts us at 80.526% 
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and we need 18 more renewals to meet the February 6th goal of 90%. We need a total of 37 to meet 
the March 6, 2019 goal of 100%. 
 
SAL is currently listed a 116.67%. 
 
The Auxiliary's membership is 100%.  
 
The 1st Vice Commander/Adjutant’s report is attached. 
Service Officer Litsky reported that he had one contact and that he attended Service Officer School 
at the Department of Florida’s Fall Conference. 
 
Program & Committee Reports 
 
Americanism Chair Hempsall stated that there was record turnout for voting and he thanked everyone 
who went out and voted. 
 
Audit Chair Sullivan reported that the 1st Quarter Audit was held prior to the General Meeting and 
that there were no discrepancies found. 
 
Children & Youth Chair Squair reported on the Post’s Trunk & Treat event at Daniel. She stated that 
the event was very successful, and she read an email from Ann Kelley, Director of Special Projects 
for Daniel thanking the Post for hosting the event. The Trunk & Treat final report is attached. 
  
Chapter 372 Assistant Director Benham reported that the Chapter is having a Poker Chip Run on 
Sunday, December 2, 2018 to benefit K9-Line. He added that the Chapter will participate in the 
traveling Vietnam Wall ride on November 11, 2018. 
 
Law & Order Chair Litsky reported that he is planning on having the Post’s Law & Order Award 
ceremonies at the May General Assembly meeting. 
 
Old Business   
 
If you know if anyone who needs help with yardwork please let the Adjutant know. We have 
volunteers ready to help. 
 
The Judge Advocate deferred to the Adjutant who reminded members that the Post’s Constitution 
and By-laws were returned unapproved because we had listed a range of no less than two and no 
more than five Vice Commanders and a range of no less than two and no more than four Executive 
Board Members. Ranges are not allowed, and we must select a finite number of Vice Commanders 
and Executive Board Members. In addition, it was strongly recommended at District Legion Training 
that Posts include all of their Finance Officer’s duties in the By-Laws. The Executive Board accepted 
this recommendation, but also decided to include the duties of all Post Officers and Committee Chairs.  
 
The 30-day notice of the Post’s intent to vote on the Constitution & By-Laws was met via an email 
to the Post membership and was also published in the November newsletter. The vote is scheduled 
for the December 13, 2018 General Assembly Meeting. 
 
The Early Bird Dinner will be held on Saturday, November 10, 2018. 
 
New Business 
 
Michael LaChiana was the winner of the Post’s chili cook-off. He is unable to participate in Mandarin’s 
Chili Cook-off, so the prize of a paid entry went to the runner up, Dan Hempsall, 
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Wreaths Across America was discussed. The Riders purchased 15 wreaths and the Auxiliary 
purchased one.  
 

Motion to donate $150 to Wreaths Across America for 15 wreaths was made, seconded, and 
passed unanimously. 
 

Members donated $85 for Wreaths Across America towards the cost of the $150 for the 15 wreaths. 
 
The Adjutant reported that she attended both the Post Operations Course and Post Adjutant Course 
at the Department of Florida’s Fall Conference. She stated that the instructors in both courses 
strongly recommended that Posts join their local Chamber of Commerce. 
 
The Commander reported that it would cost $250 to join the Chamber of Commerce and an additional 
$35 to join the Mandarin Chamber of Commerce. 
 

Motion to join the Chamber of Commerce for $250 was tabled until the next Executive Board 
Meeting. 

 
For the Good of the American Legion  
 
Announcements 
 
Tools4Time is offering a 20% discount on tool rental to veterans. 
 
The Fort at St. Augustine is offering free admission to veterans with a disability of 10% or higher. 
 
The Adjutant stated that there are numerous scholarships available from the American Legion. She 
will post this information online. 
 
Upcoming Events 
 

a. Executive Board Meeting. Thursday, November 1, 2018 at 6:00pm. 
b. Early Bird Dinner, November 10th. 
c. Membership Rally, Hagan Ace Hardware, November 11th from 11am – 2pm.  
d. Department Fall Conference is November 1 thru 3, 2018. 
e. 2018 Mandarin Chili Cook Off, November 17, 2018.  
f. 5th District Meeting at Post 202, Sunday, November 4, 2018 at 2:00pm. All are welcome. 
g. Riders Meeting, Sunday, November 18, 2018 at 10:00am. 
h. Auxiliary Meeting, Friday, December 7, 2018 at 6:00pm. Dinner at the Elks Lodge at 

7:00pm. Dinner is open to everyone for $10.  
i. Sons of the American Legion Meeting, Friday, December 7, 2018 at 6:00pm. Dinner at 

the Elks Lodge at 7:00pm. Dinner is open to everyone for $10.  
j. Executive Board Meeting. Thursday, December 6, 2018 at 6:00pm. 
k. 5th District Meeting at Post 129, Sunday, December 9, 2018 at 2:00pm. All are welcome. 

Department of Florida Commander Dianne Boland will be in attendance. 
l. Next General meeting, Thursday, December 13th at 7:00pm, Social hour at 6:00pm. 
m. Riders Meeting, Sunday, December 18, 2018 at 10:00am. 

 
Closing ceremonies were conducted.  
  
The meeting adjourned at 8:22pm.  
Sheri Rodriguez 
Sheri Rodriguez 
Adjutant  


