American Legion
Mandarin Fallen “Heroes”, Post 372
General Assembly Minutes Oct 12, 2023

Commander Maltese opened the meeting at 1900 hours.

Opening Ceremonies: Salute, Prayer, Pledge, POW/MIA, Preamble.

Correspondence: A local company is offering to build wheelchair ramps for Free

(Flier attached). The “Mobility Certificate” has been approved. A Wine Tasting

company is offering two $300 coupons for Free (1st Vice Commander Bernat has

more information). A flier from Post 103 about “Memorial Bricks” is attached.

Members sick or in distress: Frank Nichols, Bill Wilber, Carl Zuber.

Introduction of Guests: Charlie McFarland (SAL), Bernadette Montonera (Auxiliary).

Roll call conducted. (Sign-in sheet attached) quorum achieved.

Guest Speaker: Charlie McFarland spoke on behaif of the Riders about the ride on

Nov 11,2023 to The Windsor of Ortega retirement home for the unveiling of the

Memorial Wall donated by the Auxiliary. The riders will form up in the Target parking

lot on Roosevelt Bivd about 0930. The ceremony is scheduled fo start at 1015. If

you wish to attend the ceremony, wear your Legion gear or your military uniform.

8. Approval of minutes: Bob Berlandi moved and Barry Litsky seconded approval of the
Sept minutes as posted. Motion passed unanimously.

9. Executive Committee minutes: Craig Bernat moved and Bob Berlandi seconded
waiving the reading of the Oct Executive Committee minutes. Motion passed
unanimously.

10. Officer Reports:

a) Membership- First Vice presented his membership report (attached) motion by
Craig Bernat and seconded by Steve Sullivan to approve the new and transferred-in
members passed unanimously.

b) Finance- Finance Officer presented his report (attached) motion by Craig Bernat
and seconded by Karen Tracey to accept the report subject to audit passed
unanimously.

c) Chaplin- Mike Montanera reported that he sent “Get Well” cards to several
members.

d) Judge Advocate- The Commander talked to Bob Sussan about the Constitution
and By-Laws which are currently being reviewed and should be presented to the
membership for approval soon.

e) Service Officers- Service Officer Litsky will attend his annual training at the Fall
Convention. His hotel expense has been budgeted.

11. Program and Committee Reports:

a) SAL- The Post has been invited to visit the Duval Charter School at 0800 Nov 8th.
Sons Commander Bernat has more information. If you plan to attend, wear your Legion
gear.

b) Canceled Stamp Program- Save your cancelled stamps and give them to Barry
Litsky. He will forward them when he has a substantial number.
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¢) Law and Order Awards- It is too early for this program.

d) School Medals/Teacher of the Year- it is too early for this program.

e) Social Media- Karen Tracey is keeping up with the website. Contact her with any
submissions.

There were no other program or committee reports.

12. Old Business: '

a) New Home Update- The city planning board approved, unanimously, our petition
23-591 (land use) and 23-592 (building). Continued committee meetings are planned
with the final vote Oct 24th.

b) The Historian (Frank Nichols) is still looking for any and all documents and photos
of events in which any of our 372 family participates.

¢) The Early Bird Dinner is scheduled for Friday, 1 Dec, 2023 at the Mandarin
Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Rd. Doors open at 1800 with dinner at 1900. The Auxiliary is
in charge of decorations and food. If you renew your membership by Oct.31,the dinner
is on the post. Others will be able to donate $10/meal.

d) Post Fundraising- The Commander spoke about the need for Fundraising ideas.

e} Flag retirement- We have a few ideas for flag retirement once we build our new
home.

13. New Business:

a) The Fireside Chat was discussed and the general consensus was {o suspend
them until things slow down in January.

b) Fund Raising- The Commander presented the idea of selling Christmas
Ornaments, details to follow. He also is looking into “Vehicle Service plaques”. If you
have questions or other ideas contact the commander.

c) The Fall Conference is in Orlando, Nov. 16 to 18. Service Officer Litsky will be
attending his annual Service Officer Training.

d) The ALR Summit is in Orlando, Jan 31 to Feb 4.

e) We had a long discussion about attending the City Council meetings to show
support for our building proposal.

f) Keep in mind that all Post events are listed on our website calendar;

alpost372fl.org

14. Closing Ceremonies were conducted and the meeting was adjourned at 2015.

Respectfully submitted by Second Vice-Commander and acting Adjutant Steve Sullivan



