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Being out of work can be stressful and financially challenging, and unfortunately, it’s currently a very common situation. For veterans who are searching for a way to make ends meet and grow their career despite economic limitations, there are solutions. From landing a job that permits telecommuting to starting your own business, here are three options for enhancing your professional outlook.
[bookmark: _wa0am3ahdlhb]Form a Company
Launching your own brand is an excellent way to keep working even as the economy fluctuates. Consider these ideas when looking for work.
· Brainstorm eCommerce ideas so you can open an online-only business.
· Determine whether you need a business license to meet local requirements in the state of Florida (or the state you live in).
· Consider forming a limited liability company, or LLC. Starting a Florida LLC or an LLC in another state not only legitimizes your company to potential customers, you’ll also enjoy tax benefits and protect your personal assets from your business matters.
· Try a business idea you can run on your own as a solopreneur.
[bookmark: _9slwl06wcgid]Start a WFH Career
If you don’t want to go it alone, landing a new work-from-home job could be the perfect solution. Refresh your skills and start investigating the possibilities.
· Edit your resume to reflect work-at-home capabilities and expertise.
· Improve your virtual work skills so you’re better prepared for a new role.
· Recognize the warning signs of illegitimate work-from-home jobs.
· Prepare for the virtual interviewing process to impress potential employers.
· Buy the equipment you need to do your job from your home office, and make sure you have digital security that will protect your devices as well as your business, client, and personal data.
[bookmark: _ckby0sdiiyeo]Explore Veteran-Specific Opportunities
Many programs aim to help veterans land lucrative work. Here are some ideas to help vets further their careers.
· Connect with your local job center for veterans for one-on-one assistance.
· Register your small business with the VA for endorsement as a veteran-owned company.
· Utilize special services for veterans if you have a service-related disability.
· Seek specialized funding and loan options for vet-owned organizations.
Expanding your earning potential by finding an online role or starting a business can change the way you work. It can also open up new opportunities and even change the trajectory of your post-military professional path. With the above resources, you can determine what option is best for you and get started right away.
If you’re a veteran in the greater Jacksonville/Duval County area looking for a community that will support you in your professional and personal endeavors, contact the American Legion Fallen Heroes Mandarin Post 372.
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