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General Assembly Meeting Minutes

General Assembly meeting was convened at 1900.

Meeting was opened by Commander Maltese. A roll call of officers was
conducted. 16 members and 3 guests were in attendance. Prayer was
offered by Chaplain Montenaro.

Chaplain Montenaro offered prayers for our members in distress: Chuck
Benham recovering from injuries sustained in a motorcycle accident; George
Hurd and Bob and Mary Ann Sussan dealing with medical issues. Carl Zuber,
Bob German.

The minutes of the March meeting were read, with correction to reference to
February date should be March. A motion was made and second to accept the
minutes of the March General Assembly. The minutes were accepted.

A motion to waive the reading of the minutes of the April 8th Executive
Committee. The reading of the minutes was waived.

Correspondence:

The 105 Department Convention will be held June 13-16 at the Hilton
Orlando Lake Buena Vista at 1701 Hotel Plaza Blvd. Lake Buena Vista, FL.
Post registration will open in April. We have 4 delegates attending. The
Florida Women's Veterans council was discussed. 5th District Commander
Mike Garcia requested any available members attend a Buddy Check
Membership drive prior to the annual picnic, 10am-1pm; District picnic
scheduled 1-5pm at post 137. April 20, 2024. Post 129 riders sent
certificate of thanks for supporting their Poker night.

Finance Officer Arambula provided the monthly financial report A motion to
accept pending audit was made and second. The report was accepted.
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1800 hours. Meetings now held at the Mandarin Club 2892 Loretto Rd., Jacksonville, FL.
1s'Vice Commander/Membership Chairman/ SAL Commander Bernat
provided the membership report for March 2024 reflecting 235 members
which is 97.92% of our quota. Also membership retention above 93%. He
continues sending out recruiting letters. He also advised that membership
and renewals can be accomplished online. The following candidates from AD
post 400, Franciso Garcia, Steve Callan, Jose Velez, Kenneth W. Green, Todd
Vernon, Spencer Chun, Forrest T. Frederick, Maximilien Blanton, Kevin Krysl,
Richard M. Cloninum. were presented for membership into the post. A motion
to accept was made and second. All candidates were accepted by vote of the
attending membership.

1s'Vice Commander Bernat, also director of SAL reported that they are
sponsoring a raffle as a fundraiser.The SAL is helping a widow of a deceased
Veteran. And helping someone with fence install. Reports 32 current
members.

Alan Painter is administering the School Medals program. He is also working
on arrangements for flag retirement information can be found on their
facebook page.

LEO Chairman Litsky advised that application packages have been sent to
Jacksonville Sheriff's Office and Jacksonville Fire Rescue. The awards
presentation will take place on May 11th at Masonic lodge Loretta rd, 4pm.
Dinner and refreshments will be served. Donations accepted. Comrade
Litsky reported 3 Service Officer contacts this month.

Committee Reports and programs were reviewed.
Old Business:

Commander Maltese reported that efforts are continuing in the processing of
governmental requirements for the purchased property to include the Saint
Johns River Water Management. Our 10 set application is currently with the
COJ (sections have been approved). 1 (drainage) has been declined. We
continue to work with our engineers and the COJ to resolve this 10th issue.
Once solved, we will be able to break ground. We are diligently working to
raise the needed capital to complete the project. Once we break ground, we
anticipate project completion and ribbon cutting within six months.

Members are encouraged to continue to provide documents and photos to
Historian Frank Nichols.

The Riders report the month of April as Round Robin month raising funds for
Project:VetRelief Suicide Prevention Initiative. . The In state unity ride starts
April 22nd and continues until April 26, 2024. Our riders are on the Western
route. Ride to raise funds for 5 Star veterans center raised $2000 April 7th.
Forms for the memorial bricks can be obtained on line and forwarded to the
post program manager.



Fireside chat to be at John & Heidi, house in Orange Park on 3rd Saturday in
May, subject to verification.

1**Vice Commander Bernat is looking into various grants for materials and
funding for the post home. Report the Post foundation Website is in progress.

All members are requested to have some presentation brochures with them
so when contacts with prospective donors are made they will have our
complete information.

Nominations were open for new post officers, no new nominations were
made.

New Business:

Executive Committee member Tracy has the challenge coin in stock. Coins
will then be sold in support of funding for our post home. Coins can be
ordered and picked up at any meeting.

Comrade Boston Bob made a comment about JEA rebates, and will look into
the program with a report at a later date.

Discussion about Post meeting notes being posted online. Nothing can be
found to regulate posting minutes online, 5th district has 9 months of
meeting notes posted on line. A motion was made and second, motion passed
to post all Regular meeting notes online.

Comrade Buck O'connell made a presentation about WWII Veteran Ernie
Pyle.

YMCA is looking for Board members that can be liaison between Legion
and YMCA. Contact Dan Hempsell Past Commander for details.

The meeting was concluded with a prayer by Chaplain Monternaro at 2026
hours.
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The meeting was adjourned at 1929 hours.
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